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Introduct ion 

 Today’s world is characterized by an increased multicultural society through the impact of 

globalization and the faster exchange of ideas through the internet. There is a greater need for 

multilingual people who are able to cope with this fast development in the world. This is one reason 

why learning other languages is playing a more vital role in schools. The United Nations International 

School (UNIS) in Manhattan was originally founded in 1947 for children of United Nations 

personnel, but is now open to all students. The school promotes the learning of other languages 

through an extended foreign language program that sets it apart from other schools in Manhattan. 

Despite prevailing monolingual language policies in the US, the goals of UNIS are to enable students 

to become proficient in more than one second language and to encourage life-long learning of 

cultures and languages.  

 The language of instruction at UNIS is English and at the elementary level (Junior A), all 

students are enrolled in either French or Spanish as Second Language or as Mother Tongue. This 

second language (or Mother Tongue) is studied throughout students’ school career at UNIS. Before 

starting seventh grade (Middle 3), students make informed choices for another second language, 

mainly from Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Russian and Spanish. In seventh 

grade (Middle 3), students start studying this additional language. Students arriving with little mastery 

of English are evaluated and are placed in appropriate ESL classes until they are ready to enroll in 

regular English classes. At the end of high school, students can take the International Baccalaureate, 

which prepares them to attend university in the United States or elsewhere.  

 The goals of the modern language department at UNIS are the following: 

• To develop communicative competence in languages other than English 

• To gain knowledge and understanding of another culture on “its own terms” 

• To connect with other disciplines and acquire knowledge in the school’s core curriculum 
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• To develop insights into the nature of language and culture in relation to each other and to 

oneself 

• To participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world  

(from Parent Curriculum Guide, UNIS, New York) 

 The modern language curriculum is based on the five C’s: communication, cultures, 

connections, comparisons, and community. The five C’s content and skills to be learned become more 

and more challenging across the grades. The following graph shows an example of the five C’s of 

ninth to twelve graders (Tutorial House): 

  
 
Figure 1. Modern language curriculum (Tutorial House)  
 

These topics are organized in a way that they should parallel topics presented in Mathematics, Science 

and Social Studies classes.  

Research Purpose 

 The purpose of this research is to describe UNIS eighth-grade students’ attitudes towards 

language, including language learning (second and third language), language choice (third language), 

and bilingualism.  
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Research Quest ion 

 This study addresses the following research question: What are UNIS middle school students’ 

attitudes towards 

  a) language learning? 

  b) language choice?  

  c) bilingualism? 

  Attitudes towards language learning will be evaluated in terms of students’ perceptions of their 

language abilities, importance of language learning, and enjoyment in learning foreign languages. 

Attitudes towards language choice will be evaluated in terms of their rationale for choosing another 

second language before seventh grade (Middle 3). Attitudes towards bilingualism will be evaluated in 

terms of bilingual students’ perceptions of the significance of being bilingual in their lives. For the 

purpose of the study, we operationalized bilingual students as those who are enrolled in French or 

Spanish as Mother Tongue classes. In this paper, bilingual students are also referred to as Mother 

Tongue students, while the non-bilingual students are referred to as Second Language students. 

Methodology 

Research design 

 This research study is a mixed model research design, which combines a descriptive research 

design with a case study. The answer to the main research question “What are UNIS middle school 

students’ attitudes towards a) language learning, b) language choice, c) bilingualism” should describe 

how these students feel about learning languages in and out of school; how they came to choose their 

third language in Middle 3 and how they feel about this choice one year and a half later; and how the 

bilingual students feel about being bilingual.   

Research setting: The United Nations International School (UNIS) 

 This research study was conducted at the United Nations International School (UNIS) with 

eighth-grade students in New York City. Data has been collected through questionnaires for four 
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different groups of students: The first and biggest group consisted of students who are enrolled in 

French as Second Language. The second group consisted of students who are enrolled in Spanish as 

Second Language. The third and fourth group consisted of students who are enrolled in either French 

or Spanish as Mother Tongue. Only the last two groups consisted of bilingual or Mother Tongue 

students, who received an additional part of the questionnaire and had to answer additional interview 

questions regarding their attitudes towards bilingualism. Students completed the questionnaires on 

Tuesday, April 18th, 2006. After having reviewed the completed questionnaires, interviews with 

selected students from all groups were conducted in the same week on Friday, April 21, 2006.  

Research participants / Sample selection  

 The participants of this study are 100 eighth-grade students at the United Nations International 

Schools. Their ages range between 12 and 14 years old and the distribution of female and male 

students is about equal. About half of the students’ native language is English and the remainder of 

the students’ native languages are very diverse and represent many linguistic and cultural backgrounds.  

 We decided to focus on the whole population of eighth-grade students at UNIS for the 

following reasons: a) most of the students have received instruction in a second language since Junior 

A (kindergarten), b) their choice for a third language was made relatively recently (within the past two 

years), and c) they have had at least one year of instruction in a third language.   

Data collection procedures  

 In order to answer the research questions, quantitative and qualitative data were collected. We 

mixed methods of data collection, by relying on questionnaires with all participants and interviews 

with selected students. Quantitative data was obtained through a questionnaire with close-ended 

questions. The questionnaire was divided into sections. First, students were asked about some 

background information, such as gender, age, native language, where they were born, and in which 

languages they are enrolled at UNIS. In the consequent sections, students were asked to answer 

multiple-choice and free-response questions about their attitudes towards language. Sections A and B 
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comprised attitudes towards language learning (second language and third language). Section C 

included questions about their attitudes towards language choice (third language). The bilingual 

students, meaning the ones that are enrolled in French or Spanish as Mother Tongue, received an 

additional section about their attitudes towards bilingualism. In addition to the questionnaires, 

interviews with eight selected students from all four groups were conducted to corroborate results 

obtained from the answers of the questionnaire. Students were chosen for in-depth interviews based 

on responses in the questionnaires that were likely to provide more insight for this research. Three 

interviewed students were enrolled in French as Second Language, two students in Spanish as Second 

Language, two students in Spanish as Mother Tongue, and one student in French as Mother Tongue. 

The Mother Tongue students were asked additional questions about their attitudes towards 

bilingualism. One of the interviewed students enrolled in French as Second Language was bilingual in 

two different languages than English and French. 

Validity and reliability of measurements and research results  

 Several methods of validity and reliability evidence were collected. First, Professor García was 

asked to judge the content and items of the questionnaire. Mr. Bruno, the head of the Modern 

Languages Department at UNIS, was also asked for feedback about appropriate terminology and age-

appropriate language to make the questionnaire as clear as possible for the students. Based on 

Professor García’s and Mr. Bruno’s suggestions, the questionnaire was adapted and optimized 

accordingly. Due to time constraints, we were not able to pilot-test the questionnaire with a similar 

group of students to the students included in this study.  

 Second, validity was also collected through method triangulation, meaning the use of two 

research methods (combination of descriptive research design with a case study) and the use of two 

methods of data collection (questionnaire and interviews). Since the data was not collected at the same 

time (interviews were conducted several days after the questionnaire), evidence of validity was also 

obtained through data triangulation. 
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 In order to obtain evidence of reliability, all three researchers of this study rated and scored 

all the data, by applying the same coding scheme that we developed together.   

Ethical issues 

The indirect benefits of this research study are to better understand students’ attitudes towards 

language learning, language choice and bilingualism. Hopefully, this study can have valuable practical 

implications for the organization and the implementation of the foreign language program at UNIS. It 

can also contribute to applied knowledge for other schools, which would like to put more emphasis in 

the learning of foreign languages. The costs resulting from the study are relatively low. Harm for 

research participants is minimal, since the study will be conducted in an established educational 

setting. The participants might have become bored with filling out the questionnaire. However, it 

seems to us that the potential benefits outweigh the potential costs resulting from the study.   

Furthermore, the participants have been informed on the questionnaire that they have the right 

to stop participating at any time they wish without having any negative consequences. They have also 

been assured that all information will be kept confidential and their identity will not be disclosed to 

anyone outside the research team.  

Data analysis procedures 

 To analyze the data, we used quantitative methods and qualitative methods. Quantitative 

methods, such as univariate analysis, focused on the description of the participants in terms of 

demographic information and the mode of particular answers in the close-ended questions. Bivariate 

analysis has been used to compare and analyze differences in attitudes between the Mother Tongue 

students (French and Spanish as Mother Tongue) and the Second Language students (French and 

Spanish as Second Language). It should be noted, that the quantified scales of the questionnaires have 

been qualitized; meaning that the scores of questionnaire items “strongly agree” and “agree”, and 

“disagree” and “strongly disagree”, have been merged. Qualitative methods have been used to 
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describe emerging themes in the open-ended questions of the questionnaire and the interviews to 

make a stronger case for the description of students’ language attitudes.  

Limitations and delimitations 

 One of the limitations of this study is the unequal distribution of bilingual and non-bilingual 

students. First, there was a considerably large number of students taking French or Spanish as Second 

Language (85; 67 French and 18 Spanish) compared to the students taking French or Spanish as 

Mother Tongue (15; 10 French and 5 Spanish). This inequality of distribution could have influenced 

the findings as it was difficult to compare the two groups. Moreover, because of the higher number of 

responses from the students enrolled in French as Second Language, their answers to the free-

response questions were more diverse compared to the students enrolled in Spanish as Second 

Language and French/Spanish as Mother Tongue. Secondly, the students were assured that 

information obtained would be kept confidential and their identity undisclosed. They were informed 

about their right to stop participating in this study at any time. However, the questionnaires were 

distributed to the students by the language class teachers who had agreed to cooperate in this study, 

and the students were asked to complete the survey during their class period in the classrooms. This 

could have caused some bias in their responses since it could have been taken as an assignment 

instructed by their teachers. The atmosphere of the classroom with the teacher’s presence could have 

influenced their responses.   

 A delimitation of the study was the main focus being the collection of data regarding students’ 

attitudes towards language. Since we wanted to take an unbiased approach to our study, we did not 

include a literature review. Another delimitation of the study was that the operationalization of 

bilingual students excluded students who were bilingual but not in English/Spanish or 

English/French. There were a few students in the second language classes who were bilingual in other 

languages. 
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Main Findings 

 Of the 120 eighth-grade students currently enrolled at UNIS, 100 students completed the 

questionnaire and all 100 cases were valid. This corresponds to a response rate of 83%.   

 The participants’ ages range between 12 and 14, the majority being 13 (63%) and 14 years old 

(35%). Fifty-three percent of the participants are female and 47% are male. Demographic information 

about students’ native languages revealed that the student body at UNIS is quite international. The 

native language of 55% of all students is English only, while the rest of the participants’ native 

languages differ individually. Native languages include: Arabic, Armenian, Bulgarian, Chinese, Filipino, 

Finnish, French, Gambian, German, Hindi, Italian, Mongolian, Norwegian, Persian/Farsi, Polish, 

Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Tagalog, Thai, Wolof and Zulu. Regarding the bilingual students, the 

majority of them stated that their native languages are Spanish/English and French/English.    

 Given that this school is affiliated with the United Nations, it was expected that most students’ 

parents might speak more than one language. According to the students’ responses, more than 80% of 

the parents of these students speak more than one language, mostly including English along with one 

or more languages.  

 The majority of the students, namely 67 students out of 100, are enrolled in French as Second 

Language, which may be an indication of the importance of learning French at UNIS. Eighteen 

students at UNIS are enrolled in Spanish as Second Language. Finally, 10 students are enrolled in 

French as Mother Tongue, and 5 students in Spanish as Mother Tongue.  

 as Second Language as Mother Tongue Total students 

French 67 students 10 students 77 students 

Spanish 18 students 5 students 23 students 

Total students in Second 
language classes 85 students 15 students 100 students 

 

 

 

Table 1. Students’ enrollment in Second Language classes  
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 As mentioned previously, the students at UNIS can choose between eight different languages: 

Arabic, Chinese, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Russian, and Spanish. These languages are taught 

either as Second Language or as Mother Tongue. Concerning their third language choice, 23 of all 

students are enrolled in Chinese as Second Language, followed by Spanish as Second Language (19 

students). Twelve students chose Japanese as Second Language, and 10 students selected German as 

Second Language.  

 as Second Language as Mother Tongue Total students 

Chinese 23 students 2 students 25 students 

Spanish 19 students 3 students 23 students 

Japanese 12 students - 12 students 

German 10 students 1 student 11 students 

French 7 students 1 student 8 students 

Italian 6 students 4 students 10 students 

Arabic 5 students 3 students 8 students 

Russian - 2 students 2 students 

No third language 2 students 

Total students in Third 
Language classes 84 students 16 students 100 students 

 
Table 2. Students’ enrollment in Third Language classes  
 
 From the 100 completed surveys, we found that 89% of the students enjoy learning other 

languages, 97% appreciate the opportunities they have to learn other languages at UNIS, and 97% 

think that learning languages is important. The students gave various reasons for believing that 

learning languages is important. The most frequently mentioned reason was to communicate with 

people from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds, closely followed by having more 

opportunities in the future, especially in regards to career and college, and opportunities to travel.  
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Other reasons were to communicate with family, interest in languages, usefulness of knowing 

different languages, and a general broadening of knowledge and skills. Concerning the enjoyment of 

learning other languages, Student C, one of the interviewed students, explained that:  

Part of the thing I hate is when someone goes to another country and, you know, … but they 

don’t even try to speak the language. Ahm, it’s just like, you know, they assume that other 

people might speak English or Chinese or whatever language they might speak. And I think it’s 

very polite when you go to another country to at least study the language a little bit.  

S/he also metioned that learning languages is fascinating for her/him:  

I mean we are all the same species, but how different every language is, really ahm, it’s 

fascinating like we can all be the same but so different at the same time. And, how complex 

these languages can be and like it’s just kind of you wander how it all began. 

 In contrast, student D (who is a native speaker of Spanish but is not enrolled in Spanish classes at 

UNIS) does not enjoy learning other languages and does not consider it to be important, because “I 

don’t really need that many languages. Oh, well, in my life right now, I only need Spanish and English 

and I am not learning it here, so therefore learning languages isn’t that great.”  

Language Learning (Second Language)  

 Based on their experiences learning a second language (French or Spanish) at UNIS, 82% of all 

students enjoy learning their second language. However, when questioned about their abilities in their 

second language, only 37% of all students feel that learning French or Spanish is easy. Sixty-seven percent 

of the Mother Tongue students (10 out of 15) and 31% of Second Language students (27 out of 85) feel 

that learning French or Spanish (since Junior A) is easy.   
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Figure 2.a) and b) Attitudes towards language ability  
 

Similarly, while overall 52% of all students feel comfortable using French or Spanish, 80% of Mother 

Tongue students (12 out of 15) and 47% of Second Language students (40 out of 85) agreed with this 

statement.  

  

Figure 3.a) and b) Attitudes towards comfort with language 
 

 As expected, it seems that the Mother Tongue students generally find learning their mother 

tongue easy and feel comfortable using these languages.  The Second Language students, though most 

of them have received instruction in French or Spanish since Junior A (kindergarten), seem less 

inclined to find learning these languages easy and feel comfortable using them.  

While 92% like the French or Spanish languages, only 18% of all students prefer learning French 

or Spanish to other learning other subjects, like math or science, which also holds true for the Mother 

Tongue students. Student C, who was interviewed, mentioned that s/he thinks that: “it [French] 
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sounds really nice when you speak it, when you speak it well, you know you have a good accent, and 

ah, I just found it a lovely language.” Student F who is Spanish/English bilingual, states that: “I really 

like it [Spanish], it’s really, I don’t know, I always speak in Spanish, and I like it when no one 

understands us. And also I can understand what people are talking about, so I like it”. Student H who 

is studying Spanish as Second Language, mentions that: “I like it [Spanish] better than my third 

language, because I have more background”, and when asked what has influenced her/his ability to 

learn Spanish, her/his answer was: “Just my mom, I speak to her in Spanish and I also go to 

Venezuela sometimes”. Student G who is also enrolled in Spanish as Second language classes, instead 

likes learning Spanish, because this helps her/him to communicate with friends: 

Um, well, my friends in Costa Rica the year after I came, and we were very close, and she’s been 

coming here and she wants me to come to Costa Rica. So I wanted to learn Spanish for that. She 

speaks English fluently but she wants to introduce me some of her friends, and they don’t speak 

English, I want to learn.  

Language Learning (Third Language) 

 In terms of their third language learning experiences, 78% of all students enjoy learning their 

chosen third language, with 75% of Second Language students (64 out of 85) and 93% of Mother 

Tongue students (14 out of 15) agreeing to it. Fifty-five percent of all students think learning their 

third language is easy and 54% feel comfortable using their third languages.  Like their sentiment 

towards learning their second language over other subject areas, only 33% of all students prefer 

learning their third language to these other subject areas.  However, 82% of all students like the third 

languages they are studying, with 95% of Mother Tongue students (14 out of 15) agreeing to this 

statement. Student C stated that when s/he tells people that s/he can speak Chinese, s/he does  

… feel a lot of pride, because it is a language that not many people ahm, speak in New York. 

And people are oh, you speak Chinese, that’s kind of cool. It’s also kind of cool to, sort of, like 

people have a lot of stereotypes about Chinese, like they can’t tell the difference between 
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Chinese and Japanese when you write, or Korean. And it’s, it also feels good to, like, tell the 

people what the differences are.  

S/he also explains that “Chinese is a lot of fun. Like, I really like doing calligraphy, which is part of 

the reason why I chose Chinese.” Student G also feels that “Chinese class, it’s really fun and the 

teacher is really good. I don’t really learn that much, but she’s good. We do learn, and stuff as opposed 

to other bad teachers who don’t care”. Some students are aware that learning another alphabet makes 

it harder for them to study Chinese or Japanese. Student G feels that “[Chinese] that’s harder than 

learning German, because it doesn’t use the alphabet and you have to memorize a lot of stuff. Chinese 

is harder because you have to spell the characters and stuff, and it’s double the work”. Student H 

confirms that “[learning Chinese] it’s the same[as Spanish], but slightly harder [than Spanish] because I 

have to memorize characters as well as the words”. Student D mentions that  

Japanese is more fun [than her/his second language] and [you have] more free forms ... and it’s 

like, kind of like also like drawing when you write. And in French you just write the letters that 

you already know and put them together, but in Japanese you draw little pictures that you put 

together.  

  

Figure 4.a) and b) Students’ enjoyment of learning the third language 
 

 Students were asked to share about their experiences learning their third languages in relation to 

their experiences learning a second language since kindergarten, both as Second Language and as 
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Mother Tongue. The majority of all students found that learning French or Spanish since Junior A has 

not been helpful in learning their third languages. Students mostly mentioned that the two languages 

they are studying are completely different, considering that 25 students enrolled in Chinese and 12 in 

Japanese for their third language.  Even students whose two languages are perceived to be similar, 

such as French, Spanish, or Italian, found these similarities sometimes confusing for language 

learning. 

 Recognizing that UNIS is a special case for language instruction, we asked students to reflect 

on how being a student at UNIS has supported their learning of languages.  Many students noted that 

the nature of the school, it being international, and the diverse population of students have been 

important aspects of their language learning experiences.  Students also appreciated the opportunities 

they have to select from many language choices for their third language. Other answers included 

having native speakers as teachers, opportunities to go to school trips to places like Mexico and 

Quebec, and opportunities to learn about different cultures, as well as languages. Despite these 

generally positive attitudes, student D feels that the use of the French language and culture has been 

privileged over Spanish:  

There are some Spanish holidays that they don’t celebrate around here, like, Los Tres Reyes. 

And they celebrate Mardi Gras or most of the time they usually eat crepes. I heard from my 

sister having any Spanish food [in her school] and basically [here] everything is French. Even 

in the bathrooms, if, if, have you seen the signs in the bathroom? They say boys, garçons, and 

girls, filles. They don’t say any Spanish at the tables.  

Student B, who is bilingual in two other languages than English/Spanish explained that “I could be 

doing something more productive [than learning French], such as learning my second mother tongue. 

… I should be able to perfect my languages I already know”.  
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Language Choice (Third Language) 

 To understand their attitudes towards language through their choices for their third languages, 

91% of all students like that at UNIS, they can choose their third language in Middle 2 (6th grade).   

  

Figure 5.a) and b) Attitudes towards language choice at UNIS 
 

 Seventy-two percent of all students feel that they made their own choices when choosing their 

third language, with 87% of Mother Tongue (13 out of 15) and 69% of Second Language students (59 

out of 85) agreeing.  

  

Figure 6.a) and b) Students’ attitudes towards having made their own language choice  
 

  Students were asked to explain the reasons for choosing the third language that they did in 

Middle 2. The most popular answer was that family members spoke the language, or that it was their 

mother tongue.  Students also stated that they chose languages that they thought would help provide 

more career opportunities or would be useful in their future. Interestingly, Spanish and Chinese were 
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named specifically as languages that are the “most spoken language[s] in the world.” Different answers 

from interviewed students indicated that students were influenced by their parents in their language 

choice. Student D mentions that: 

My dad told me that if you had, if you knew foreign languages, it would be more useful for the 

world. For example, my dad said, if someone needs a French speaking translator guy for the UN 

or something I am not sure, ah, it and they also need a Japanese speaking translator person, it 

would be easier to hire someone that spoke French and Japanese than to hire a person who 

spoke Japanese and a person who spoke French. 

Student H states that “Well, my dad keeps telling that it’s gonna be the future. Instead of English 

being the main language, Chinese will”. Student C chose Chinese because of her mother:  

Ahm, I guess what was going on in my head was, I always sort of had an interest for it, because 

my mom has traveled the world and one of her favorite places that she has been to was China. 

And, she brought back a lot of artifacts, and ahm, Chinese brochures and paper and she taught 

me how to do calligraphy and things, so, I thought that I had a little bit of background on that, 

which is part of the reason why I wanted to take it. 

Other responses included that the presentations made by the Modern Languages Department about 

possible language choices in Middle 2 were interesting and that students wanted either to be 

challenged, or to take language courses that would be easy. A few students mentioned that they did 

not have a choice because their parents chose their third language for them. 

 When asked about their feelings towards their third language choice, most students were 

satisfied with their choice. Several students stated that they were not satisfied with their language 

choice, for reasons such as it is a waste of time, boring, too difficult, or having unpleasant teachers.  

One Second Language student mentioned that he would rather only speak one foreign language well, 

than many languages not so well. In contrast, student B, a bilingual student, stated that s/he feels left 

out because s/he would like to learn a fourth language, namely her/his other native language:  
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I am learning a language which in the future I might not be great at. … and while I am learning 

this language [French], you know, my other languages, like the ones I am not learning, [her/his 

second mother tongue] … might go down and degrade and I might lose to ability to speak it. So, 

I feel that I should be able to learn the language I want and the language that I was taught to 

[since birth], so it doesn’t disappear. 

 For her/him, there was a concern that s/he might lose the ability to use her/his two mother tongues, 

one of which s/he has not the possibility to learn at UNIS.  

 In terms of the effort in learning foreign languages, about 25% of all students feel that they put 

in minimal or not enough effort into learning foreign languages, in and out of school.  Another 

estimated 25% stated that they give learning languages strong or a lot of effort.   

 Eighty-five percent of all students feel that their third languages are important, and 76% feel 

that their third languages will give them more opportunities in the future. However, only 61% of all 

students feel that these languages are useful in daily life. Finally, 43% of all students feel that their 

second languages (French or Spanish) are more important than their third languages. 

Bilingualism 

 Bilingual students had very positive attitudes towards bilingualism. Of these 15 students, 100% 

of students feel that being able to speak both English and their mother tongue is very important.  

 

Figure 7. Perceived importance of being bilingual  
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Interview data of bilingual students showed that when asked how they would feel if they lost the 

ability to be bilingual English/French, student A’s answer was: “I feel that I would be missing out on 

something. Like, …. like saying, ah, it’s like saying seeing all black and white, it would all be different” 

and “It feels like taking away like an arm or a leg, it really would handicap me”. When asked if this is 

also the case for other languages, s/he answered “It’s basically the same thing. If I learn a new 

language, it’s like getting an extra arm or leg”. Student E was more concerned about which language 

to lose: “That would be sad, yea, but I would rather lose Spanish than English right now especially 

because we’re in America”. Student F could not even imagine this situation and was instead confident 

that s/he would regain her/his language ability again: “That would be really sad, but I would learn it 

again”. When student A was further asked how s/he feels about that in the United States, many 

people are monolingual, her/his answer was: “I feel pretty bad, like more people should know other 

languages, so that they could speak with other people, meet new friends, and it helps a lot”. Student H 

had even a stronger opinion: “I think that you are ignorant if you don’t speak another language”. 

 Hundred percent of students also think that it is an advantage to be bilingual and are proud to 

know both English and their mother tongue.   

 

Figure 8. Perceived pride of being bilingual 
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Figure 8. Perceived advantages of being bilingual 
 

Ninety-five percent (14 out of 15 students) feel special because they know more than one language, 

and 100% of students believe that because they are bilingual, they will have better opportunities in the 

future. Eighty percent of students (12 out of 15) always or frequently use their mother tongue outside 

of school, while 20% (3 out of 15) sometimes or never use their mother tongue. Student E mentions: 

“Well yea, I speak only Spanish to my grandparents. To my parents, I speak both languages, but yea, 

my sister and I communicate more in Spanish because that way, other people don’t understand us like 

on a bus and stuff.” Student A indicates that French, her/his Mother Tongue, is also spoken and 

supported in the home: “At home, my mom like, my mom insists that in the house we speak French, 

as much as we can. And also we watch the French news”.  

 Bilinguals students were also asked to describe what being bilingual means to them. Eight out of 

15 students stated that being bilingual means knowing and understanding two languages, or having the 

ability to communicate in two languages. Two students mentioned that bilingualism would afford 

them more opportunities in the future, such as getting into and succeeding in college and having more 

(career) options.  
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Discuss ion and Impli cat ions 

Language learning 

 The data from the surveys suggests that in general, students from UNIS enjoy learning foreign 

languages. The uniqueness of the UNIS language learning experience, of learning a second language or 

Mother Tongue since Junior A (kindergarten) seems to have had a significant impact on the students’ 

appreciation for learning languages and the importance they place on this skill in their lives. Given that 

all students in the eighth grade have at least basic knowledge of two languages and that many students 

come from homes in which more than one language is spoken, it makes sense that almost all of the 

students think that learning languages is important. 

 However, it seems that, with the exception of Mother Tongue students, that the students do not 

necessarily feel comfortable with the skills they have attained from language instruction at UNIS since 

the early grades.  Only 31% find learning French or Spanish easy, except, as previously mentioned, for 

the Mother Tongue students (67%) who feel that learning their mother tongue is easy. This may be 

construed to be positive or negative; positive in that it may be an indication of the academic rigor of 

the programs at the school for second language instruction; or negative in that it may be the opposite, 

that the programs are not adequately equipping students to communicate in their second languages.  

Based on several of the free-response answers and interview responses, it seems that both sentiments 

are held, and may be dependent on other variables, such as the classroom teachers and outside 

language learning experiences. 

 It is also interesting to note that while almost all of the students (92%) like the languages 

themselves, French or Spanish, only 18% of all the students prefer learning these languages to other 

subjects, like math or science.  This was consistent for both Mother Tongue and Second Language 

students. Again, we suspect that there are other variables that affected student answers.  In UNIS’ 

Modern Languages model of foreign language instruction, students are taught the same second 

language throughout their school career, whereas with other content areas like math and science, the 
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actual subject matter changes each year and gets progressively difficult. Though students advance 

through their languages in the same way, the content of language classes (the language itself) is 

completely dependent on previous skills and knowledge, and does not change from year to year. Some 

of the responses indicated that students find some of the language classes boring and repetitive. 

Student E expressed that “Well, um, the curriculum kind of repeats itself, I’m doing everything I did 

last year and stuff, we’re not learning anything crucial, just extra stuff”.  

 For their third language learning experiences, it seems that though the percentage is still high 

(82%), less of the students enjoy learning their third language, even though this is the language that 

they were supposed to have chosen.  Students have had less than two years of instruction in these 

third languages, and it seems that about half of them feel that it is a difficult learning process. In 

contrast to students’ second language learning experience, the percentage of all students feeling that 

learning their Second Language is difficult, is higher (69%). Most students did not find their second 

language learning experiences particularly helpful in learning their third language.  In particular, many 

of these students chose languages that were quite different from French or Spanish, like Chinese or 

Japanese. Finally, only 33% prefer learning their third language, this number being quite low and 

similar to the response of preferring learning their Second Language.  

Language choice  

 More than 90% of students appreciate that they had the opportunity to choose a third language 

to study beginning in Middle 3 (7th grade). The Modern Languages Department encourages families 

and students to go through the process of selecting this language together, to make sure that students 

are truly invested in the language that they will be learning for the remainder of their time at the 

school, and could potentially test in for the Baccalaureate Exam at the end of high school.  Based on 

the data, it seems that about three-fourths of the students feel that they made their own choices, and it 

was obvious from the responses that those who did not feel that they had a choice were unhappy with 

their third language choice. Most of these students stated that their parents chose for them. Though 
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UNIS’ attempts to make the decision as collectively as possible are honorable, it would seem 

inevitable, based on differences in decision-making in individual families, that some students would 

not have as much control over the choice made for a third language. We would suggest that UNIS be 

more proactive in ensuring that students have more control over which language they want to learn as 

their third language, by informing parents and families on the negative effects of students not having 

that control. 

 Students reflected in writing how they came to choose the language that they did. There were 

some students who mentioned the presentations made by the Modern Languages Department at the 

end of Middle 2 as a significant factor in their decisions. Several students stated specifically that 

Chinese or Spanish were chosen because they had learned that these are “the most spoken languages 

in the world,” information that was given in the presentations. These students based their decisions 

on the information that was presented to them before their choices were made. Through the surveys, 

it was evident that certain presentations made particular languages more appealing and affected their 

choices.  

 In light of how students came to choose the languages that they chose, it is interesting to note 

that one-fourth of all of the students feel that they give language learning strong or a lot of effort. 

Given that approximately the same number of students preferred their language learning classes to 

other subjects, generally the students of our study do not put as much effort into these classes as they 

might in other classes. For some, this may be attributed to their lack of motivation, which may stem 

from how their languages were chosen. It makes sense that the students who do not feel happy with 

their language choice would not put in a lot of effort into learning that particular language.  This 

would be an interesting point of further study, to probe further into specific reasons as to why 

students do not work as hard as they might in other subjects.  Some answers that we got from the 

survey included that the methods of instruction for the classes were not rewarding or rigorous 

enough, and that they do not find learning that language to be useful. UNIS might consider including 
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information on potential difficulties in learning a particular language, and the transferability of 

knowledge from the students’ second languages into their presentations, so that students’ decisions 

may be more informed in terms of what they could expect from their classes. 

Bilingualism 

 Though we only had 15 bilingual, French/Spanish Mother Tongue students, the data is very 

consistent in that all students feel that bilingualism is both very important and advantageous.  They 

also all feel that being bilingual affords them more opportunities in their futures. It seems that most of 

these students have parents who are also bilingual/multilingual and their upbringings could have 

resulted in their feeling special about being bilingual.  In addition, these students also seem to spend 

significant amounts of time outside of the US, and have more experiences than the average American 

for using their language of instruction in real contexts.  

 UNIS has an untapped resource at the school with bilingual students.  Due to their language 

learning experiences and bilingual backgrounds, bilingual students could act as language experts to 

help the Second Language students. These bilingual students could be conversation partners for those 

who are not native speakers of their languages. Bilingual students’ positive attitudes towards being 

bilingual could be used as a starting point for the embracement and promotion of additive bilingual 

spaces in and outside the school.  

  It would also be beneficial to provide classroom instruction time for all students devoted to 

discussing the roles and challenges that they will have in their futures, in the world as speakers of 

more than one language, especially in light of the monolingual US society they live in.  

 All students’ strong positive attitudes towards learning foreign languages and Mother Tongue 

can have an implication for UNIS: the introduction of an additive bilingual approach in the overall 

modern language curriculum. This would not only mean to teach foreign languages as a subject, but 

extend this instruction to also teaching other subjects through these languages (principle of language 
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of instruction in bilingual education). It seems to us that this additive bilingual approach could be 

especially possible for the French and Spanish classes.   

Conclusion 

 The purpose of this study was to describe UNIS eighth-grade students’ attitudes towards 

language learning of second and third languages, language choice for their third language, and 

bilingualism.  Through our survey and more comprehensive interviews with selected students, we 

found that the students’ feelings and experiences in UNIS’ unique language learning program reflect 

the school’s goals of promoting the learning of languages and cultures. Students are given choices in 

what third language they can learn, and are empowered and socialized to be confident of their 

linguistic abilities that will allow them more opportunities for future careers. Bilingual students were 

very conscious of their skills as bilinguals, and understood the advantages of speaking and being 

literate in more than one language. Through this project, UNIS’ language program has proven itself to 

be an effective model of foreign language instruction, one that will hopefully be replicated by other 

schools in the future. 
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I. Questionnaire Non-bilinguals 

 

April 2006 

 

Dear student, 

 

 Thank you very much for participating in our research study about attitudes towards language. 

The purpose of our research is to describe UNIS students’ attitudes towards language learning and 

bilingualism, and to investigate reasons for choosing and learning particular languages. 

The data collected will be used to determine your attitudes towards language learning, language 

choice, and bilingualism. You have the right to stop participating at any time you wish without having 

any negative consequences. All information we obtain from you will be kept confidential and your 

identity will not be disclosed to anyone outside the research team. 

Please use a pen to fill out this questionnaire. The questionnaire is divided into sections. In each 

section, you will be asked to answer multiple-choice and free-response questions towards your 

attitudes about language.  Multiple-choice questions are answered in the following way:  

 
I like Ice Cream.  

� Strongly agree   Agree  � Disagree �  Strongly disagree. 
 

Free-response questions should be answered in sentences by writing in the spaces below the 

questions. 

 

 When you have finished filling out the questionnaire, please turn it in to your teacher. If you have 

any questions while filling out the questionnaire, feel free to ask your teacher or one of the 

researchers. You can contact us via email or via phone: 

 
Katherine Cho:  kathyc330@gmail.com  510 393 1405 
Martin Uchida:  yu2109@columbia.edu  212 870 8643 
Antonella Parolini: amp2126@columbia.edu 212 662 4662 
 

 

Thanks again for making this valuable contribution to this fascinating field of study. 
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Background information 

 

First name: _____________________________________ 

Name of teacher: _____________________________________ 

Age: ______ 

Gender:   � Female  � Male 

What is your native language? ______________________________________________________ 

What language(s) do you speak at home? _____________________________________________ 

What language(s) do your parents speak? _____________________________________________ 

What language(s) do you speak with your friends? ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Which language have you been learning since Junior A, or since you entered UNIS? 

� French as Second Language  � French as Mother Tongue (Francophone) 

� Spanish as Second Language  � Spanish as Mother Tongue 

Which language did you choose to learn as another second language in Middle 3?  

______________________________ as  � Second Language (Foreign Language) 

� Mother Tongue 

When did you enter the United Nations International School? _____________________________ 

Were you born in New York?  

� Yes  � No, I have been living in New York for _____________. 
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Section A: Language Learning (Second Language) 

1. I enjoy learning other languages. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I appreciate the opportunity to learn other languages at UNIS. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I think that learning languages is important. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

 Please explain why you chose your answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The following statements refer to your experiences learning French or Spanish as a second language. Please refer only to  

the language you learned since entering UNIS. 

 

4. I enjoy learning French or Spanish. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

5. I think learning French or Spanish is easy. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

6. I feel comfortable using French or Spanish. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 
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7. I prefer learning French or Spanish to other subjects like math or science, etc. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree  

8. I like the French or Spanish language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

9. I wish I could have studied the other “B” language instead of the one I am studying. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

Free-response question: 

10. Has it been important to learn French or Spanish at UNIS?  Please give specific reasons for your 

answer. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section B: Language Learning (Third Language) 

The following statements refer to your experiences learning another second language (third language). 

1. I enjoy learning my third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I think learning my third language is easy. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I feel comfortable using my third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 
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4. I prefer learning my third language to other subjects like math or science, etc. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree  

5. I like my third language I am studying. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

Free-response questions: 

6. Has learning French or Spanish helped you as you have started to learn another second language 

(your third language)? Why or why not? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7. How do you think that being a student at UNIS supports the learning of languages? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Section C: Language choice (Third Language) 

1. I like the fact that at UNIS, I am able to choose my third language in Middle 3.  

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I made my own choice when choosing my third language in Middle 3. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I think that my third language is useful in my daily life. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

4. I believe that my third language is important. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

5. I think that learning French or Spanish (my second language) is more important than learning the 

third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

6. I feel that my third language will give me more opportunities in the future. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

Free-response questions: 

7. Explain the reasons for choosing your third language in Middle 3 over another. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. How do you feel about your third language choice? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9. Describe how much time and effort you put into learning foreign languages, in and out of school. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please feel free to add any other comments you might have:  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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II. Questionnaire  Bilinguals 

 

April 2006 

 

Dear student, 

 

 Thank you very much for participating in our research study about attitudes towards language. 

The purpose of our research is to describe UNIS students’ attitudes towards language learning and 

bilingualism, and to investigate reasons for choosing and learning particular languages. 

The data collected will be used to determine your attitudes towards language learning, language 

choice, and bilingualism. You have the right to stop participating at any time you wish without having 

any negative consequences. All information we obtain from you will be kept confidential and your 

identity will not be disclosed to anyone outside the research team. 

Please use a pen to fill out this questionnaire. The questionnaire is divided into sections. In each 

section, you will be asked to answer multiple-choice and free-response questions towards your 

attitudes about language.  Multiple-choice questions are answered in the following way:  

 
I like Ice Cream.  

� Strongly agree   Agree  � Disagree �  Strongly disagree. 
 

Free-response questions should be answered in sentences by writing in the spaces below the 

questions. 

 

 When you have finished filling out the questionnaire, please turn it in to your teacher. If you have 

any questions while filling out the questionnaire, feel free to ask your teacher or one of the 

researchers. You can contact us via email or via phone: 

 
Katherine Cho:  kathyc330@gmail.com  510 393 1405 
Martin Uchida:  yu2109@columbia.edu  212 870 8643 
Antonella Parolini: amp2126@columbia.edu 212 662 4662 
 

 

Thanks again for making this valuable contribution to this fascinating field of study. 
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Background information 

 

First name: _____________________________________ 

Name of teacher: _____________________________________ 

Age: ______ 

Gender:   � Female  � Male 

What is your native language? ______________________________________________________ 

What language(s) do you speak at home? _____________________________________________ 

What language(s) do your parents speak? _____________________________________________ 

What language(s) do you speak with your friends? ______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Which language have you been learning since Junior A, or since you entered UNIS? 

� French as Second Language  � French as Mother Tongue (Francophone) 

� Spanish as Second Language  � Spanish as Mother Tongue 

Which language did you choose to learn as another second language in Middle 3?  

______________________________ as  � Second Language (Foreign Language) 

� Mother Tongue 

When did you enter the United Nations International School? _____________________________ 

Were you born in New York?  

� Yes  � No, I have been living in New York for _____________. 
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Section A: Language Learning (Mother Tongue) 

1. I enjoy learning other languages. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I appreciate the opportunity to learn other languages at UNIS. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I think that learning languages is important. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

 Please explain why you chose your answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The following statements refer to your experiences learning your Mother Tongue. 

4. I enjoy learning my Mother Tongue. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

5. I think learning my Mother Tongue is easy. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

6. I feel comfortable using my Mother Tongue. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

7. I prefer learning my Mother Tongue to other subjects like math or science, etc. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree  
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8. I like my Mother Tongue. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

Free-response question: 

9. Has it been important to learn your Mother Tongue at UNIS?  Please give specific reasons for your 

answer. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section B: Bilingualism 

1. I feel that being able to speak both English and my Mother Tongue is very important. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I think that it is an advantage to be bilingual. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I am proud to know both English and my Mother Tongue. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

4. I feel special, because I know more than one language.  

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

5. I believe that because I am bilingual, I will have better opportunities in the future.  

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

6. How often do you use your Mother Tongue outside of school? 

� Always  � Frequently � Sometimes � Never 
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Free-response question: 

7. Explain what being bilingual means to you. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section C: Language Learning (Third Language) 

The following statements refer to your experiences learning another second language (third language). 

1. I enjoy learning my third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I think learning my third language is easy. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I feel comfortable using my third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

4. I prefer learning my third language to other subjects like math or science, etc. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree  

5. I like my third language I am studying. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 
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Free-response questions: 

6. Has learning your Mother Tongue helped you as you have started to learn this third language? Why 

or why not? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. How do you think that being a student at UNIS supports the learning of languages? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Section D: Language choice (Third Language) 

1. I like the fact that at UNIS, I am able to choose my third language in Middle 3.  

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

2. I made my own choice when choosing my third language in Middle 3. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

3. I think that my third language is useful in my daily life. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 
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4. I believe that my third language is important. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

5. I think that learning my Mother Tongue is more important than learning my third language. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

6. I feel that my third language will give me more opportunities in the future. 

� Strongly agree  � Agree  � Disagree � Strongly disagree 

 

Free-response questions: 

7. Explain the reasons for choosing your third language in Middle 3 over another. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

8. How do you feel about your third language choice? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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9. Describe how much time and effort you put into learning foreign languages, in and out of school. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please feel free to add any other comments you might have: 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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III. Interview with student A 

Student A: Second language: French as Mother Tongue; Third language: Japanese as Second language; 
s/he is bilingual French/English 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
 
Interview questions (Bilingual students) 
 
Bilingualism: 
 
I: What advantages have you had/will you have in being bilingual? 
I believe that if anything happens to the United States, I might be able to move to France and also I 
might, also if anything happens to France, I might I just be able to stay here. And also I will be able to 
speak with more people and help them out a little. 
I: Did you have any advantages of being bilingual until now? 
Not really, it’s more for the future. 
 
I: How would you feel if you lost your ability to speak your English or French? 
It feels like taking away like an arm or a leg, it really would handicap me. 
I: What about other languages? 
It’s basically the same thing. If I learn a new language, it’s like getting an extra arm or leg.  
 
I: Can you describe an experience which you have had, that … where you felt that being bilingual was 
essential for you or beneficial?  
Yeah, whenever I go to France, I, if I wasn’t bilingual, I wouldn’t be able to speak to my grandma or 
cousins. So, it really helps a lot.  
I: What about English? 
It’s pretty useful, because like the United States, it’s pretty much an economic powerhouse. So, if the 
economics goes up, I could stay here until like something happens or if I lose my job. 
 
I: What kinds of experiences do you expect to have from being bilingual?  
I believe pretty much the same experiences I have now, just better, because, yeah . 
I: Can you think of one? 
I will be able, let’s say, if won’t be able to go to France, I might be able to go to Canada, or Quebec, 
because they speak French there, or maybe Martinique, Switzerland … 
 
I: You said “I am proud to be bilingual” strongly agree. Can you tell us why? 
Because having only one language, it’s sort of being handicapped. Because you are only limited to 
speaking one language and if there is any troubles, you won’t be able to really move and global 
language really ___________ [not understandable]. 
 
I: How do you feel then, that here in the US, many people only know how to speak English? 
I feel pretty bad, like more people should know other languages, so that they could speak with other 
people, meet new friends, and it helps a lot. 
 
 



A School for Languages     44 

 
Language learning: 
 
I: How has being bilingual affected your learning of English or your third language, Chinese or 
Japanese, yeah Japanese?  
It hasn’t helped that much, because French and Japanese aren’t really that close. But I think it .. also if 
by learning Japanese it helps me more, because I might be able to learn a little Chinese or Korean. So, 
I have like more places to go. 
 
I: You said that your mom insisted on your learning French. How do you feel about learning French? 
Do you agree with her or would you have preferred learning Spanish instead? 
Well, like, honestly, I prefer to learn Spanish because it opens more doors, but like, if I really think 
about it, it actually helps me more, because then I will be able to speak Spanish and French and now 
my French would be a lot better than if I just took Spanish. Because I might lose my French.  
I: So you are not really sure, which one would have been better? 
No. 
 
I: How do you feel about learning Japanese? 
It’s really fun, because it has nothing to do with French. So, it’s now like I am bored in class with stuff 
I already know. So, it’s like a fresh new experience. 
 
I: Outside of school, what kind of input helps you to or influence your ability to learn other 
languages? 
At home, my mom like, my mom insists that in the house we speak French, as much as we can. And 
also we watch the French news. 
I: And other than at home? 
Not really. 
 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about French, the language itself, do you have any associations? 
Well, I found it’s pretty complicated to learn, like once you get further, but if you know the basics, it’s 
easy to get further until you are like Mother tongue. So, you can, like let’s say, if you know the past 
tenses pretty well, you could go to France, if you know the tenses well you would do well in France, 
but it, but still you will still have some difficulty getting better. 
 
I: What if you don’t think about learning another language, but just the language itself? 
I am actually not too sure. 
 
I: How do you feel about Japanese, again, only the language, how do you feel? 
The writing is really close to Chinese, and also, a lot of, well a few words, are kind of derived from 
English or French or German. Like the Katakana writing. 
 
Language Choice: 
 
I: Is there any reason for your interest in Japan? 
Mostly because I like Anime, Manga, and Sushi. 
I: And then you just decided, OK, I want to learn that language? 
Yeah, and also because I am pretty interested in like Japan itself. 
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I: Can you explain how you decided on learning your third language and was it your choice?  
Mh. 
I: And how, was it clear from the beginning that you will take Japanese? 
Not really. At first I was deciding between Chinese and Japanese. But, now, that I think back on it, I 
am happy that they took me for Japanese instead of Chinese. Because the Chinese rooms are pretty 
crowded and like, and also I hear my classmates saying that Chinese isn’t really fun and that they want 
to switch. 
 
I: You say, it hasn’t been important to learn French. Can you say why? 
Because, as I said before, learning French really hasn’t help my ability to speak French, it just like gets 
me further into learning French, my older French. 
I: So you think that your French courses don’t help you to learn French? 
Not the language itself, but it helps me like, well, it doesn’t help me speak French, just learn more 
about the language. 
 
I: Thank you very much. 
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IV. Interview with student B 

Student B: Second language: French as Second Language; Third language: Chinese as Mother tongue; 
s/he is bilingual Chinese/German 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
 
Interview questions (Bilingual students) 
 
Bilingualism: 
 
I: What advantages have you had/will you have in being bilingual? 
I might have more job opportunities and … 
 
I: Did you have any advantages until now? 
Yeah, I could communicate more easily… if I wanted to speak you know Chinese and I couldn’t find 
the word I could put in English or German. 
 
I: How would you feel if you lost your ability to speak multiple languages or your Chinese or your 
German? 
I feel that I would be missing out on something. Like, …. 
 
I: Can you say on what you would miss out? 
Like saying, ah, it’s like saying seeing all black and white, it would all be different. 
 
I: Do you have special feelings towards Chinese or German, would it be worst if you lost Chinese or 
German? 
I think about equal. I learned them both when I was a kid. 
 
I: Can you describe an experience you’ve had in which being bilingual was essential or beneficial?  
Yeah, so I knew this kid and he spoke English and German. And his English wasn’t so great as his 
German. So, I would speak to him in German sometimes, sometimes in English.  
 
I: To make it easier for him? 
Yeah. 
 
I: What kinds of experiences do you expect to have from being bilingual? You said before job 
opportunities, but can you think of something more in your personal life? 
I don’t know. 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How has being bilingual affected your learning of your third language, Chinese?  
I think it makes learning stuff easier. I mean, because you have two lang … three languages to use, so 
you already know sort of how to learn something. 
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I: I found it interesting that you said that learning languages are interesting but learning a totally new 
language is boring. Can you tell us why or why do you feel that way? 
Because … it’s because if you learn a new language, you have to start from scratch. You can’t speak 
the language you can’t even write the language, so you have to relearn everything. How to use the 
verbs, since I c.. I can only speak ah Chinese and, I can speak Ger.. Chinese, German and English 
fluently, but I have trouble writing in Chinese and have a bit of trouble writing in German. So I can 
use my know… or writing knowledge to fill in the blank. 
 
I: And how do you feel about learning your second language? 
French? I feel I could be doing something more productive, such as learning German. And, yes 
because I am learning Chinese as my third language, so I feel like I should be doing something other 
than learning a totally new language. I should be able to perfect my languages I already know. 
 
I: Just because you don’t really like French or just because you think you would have other resources 
towards learning  … 
I would be able to pick a forth language to learn, I would probably pick French, but at the moment, I 
would think that German would be easier to learn and perfect. 
 
I: How do you feel about learning Chinese, your mother tongue? 
I feel, that’s harder than learning German, because it doesn’t use the alphabet and you have to 
memorize a lot of stuff. 
 
I: Outside of being in school and having instruction in languages, what has influenced your ability to 
learn other languages? 
What do you mean by that? 
I: If you don’t, I mean, here you learn French, you learn Chinese, but outside, what helps you to learn 
other languages? 
If I see something German, I guess I would try to read it, but my Chinese, I can.. it’s not as advanced 
as my German, so I can’t read as much stuff in Chinese. 
I: But is there something that gives you input outside? 
I talk to my parents in German and Chinese.  
I: Something else? 
That’s pretty much it. 
I have some friends that know German and Chinese. 
 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about the French language itself? 
It’s sort of like .. my dad speaks French fluently. So, I think it’s a nice language to learn, but I think I 
should be learning German and then, once I perfect the languages I know, I think I should learn 
French. 
 
I: And how do you feel about Chinese, not the learning but just the language Chinese? 
It’s OK, I guess, but it’s not .. you can’t really.. if you have to learn a lot of it to be able to read the 
newspaper. Or like German, where you can sort of read it and you can you know you know feel oh 
this sounds like you know this word, which I know, because I speak it fluently, so I can say OK, this 
word means that and this words mean that, I could read a sentence.  
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Language Choice: 
 
I: Describe a little bit how you came to choose your Chinese, your third language. 
My parents chose it for me. 
I: Your parents, and do you agree or would you have chosen otherwise? 
If I would choose only third languages, I would have chosen German and Chinese.  
I: But if you had just one choice? 
German. 
I: And, did you discuss a lot with your parents or how did the decision … 
I didn’t get to discuss a lot, just made .. 
I: You have to learn Chinese! 
Yeah. 
 
I: I found it really interesting that you said that you felt left out because you couldn’t choose a second 
third language. Can you elaborate a little bit on this? 
Like, I am learning a language which in the future I might not be great at 
I: French? 
Yeah, French, and while I am learning this language, you know, my other languages, like the ones I am 
not learning, like German, might go down and degrade and I might lose to ability to speak it. So, I feel 
that I should be able to learn the language I want and the language that I was taught to, so it doesn’t 
disappear. 
I: So can you .. do you think that you will learn German in a later stage, maybe in college or high 
school? 
Yeah, I want, really want to, but I don’t think it’s possible in high school, if I stay at UNIS.  
 
I: You said “I think that learning French is more important than learning Chinese”, strongly disagree. 
Can you say why? 
Because I can’t speak French fluently and I can speak Chinese fluently, so I think I should learn a 
language which I can half sort of know, like start from a halfway point of learning. 
 
I: Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A School for Languages     49 

 
V. Interview with student C 

Student C: Second language: French as Second language; Third language: Chinese as Second language 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Non-bilingual students) 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How do you feel about learning your second language French? 
How do I feel about it? It is really important to me, because, learning other languages is important to 
me, because I think it’s a sign of intelligence to be able to speak foreign languages. And also most of 
my family speaks French, and so well, that’s part of the reason. 
I: But it’s not your mother tongue? 
Yeah, my mother tongue is pretty much English. So, am, it’s just, it’s sort of an escape like speaking 
the same language everyday it’s sort of interesting to look at other …, like a language, from a language 
you can tell a lot about other cultures, so that’s another reason it’s important to me and ahm, it’s fun 
 
I: How do you feel about learning Chinese, your third language? 
Chinese is a lot of fun. Like, I really like doing calligraphy, which is part of the reason why I chose 
Chinese, and my mom would really ahm support me with that. She would buy me those calligraphy 
brochures and everything and it’s very exotic language in my opinion, and it is the most spoken 
language and I thought would be really interesting to learn it, and some new grammatical rules, like 
some that are mostly based on Latin and yeah. 
 
I: If you think about outside the school, what do you think influences your ability to learn other 
languages? 
Mh, can you rephrase your question? 
I: Ahm, here you are in a school which put a lot of emphasis on learning other languages, if you are 
outside of schools, can you think about things that support your learning the language? 
Not so much more than from my family. It’s just like since lot of the schools either don’t have 
language program or have limited language programs, a lot of the people outside the school don’t 
speak French or definitely don’t speak Chinese, at least most of  people that I speak to. Ahm, I am not 
sure if this answers your question, but 
I: So it’s more from your family that you get the input to learn 
Yeah, it is a lot of fun to be able to read like signs in different languages so like in the subway for 
example, it’s pretty cool. 
 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about your French, the language itself, not about learning it but just the language? 
The language, ahm how I speak it or .. 
I: How do you .. what kind of association do you have with French, when you think about French, 
what does it mean? 
What does it mean to me? I go to France a lot and ahm, I find it a lot more sophisticated than New 
York. And … 
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I: How do you, like, how do you mean? 
It’s just the way it conducts itself, like it’s seems more organized almost, like for example on the 
subways, they always have signs when the next one is gonna come. And ahm, it’s also one of the 
Romance languages, it’s very popular language, and ah, I think it sounds really nice when you speak it, 
when you speak it well, you know you have a good accent, and ah, I just found it a lovely language. 
 
I: How do you feel about your third language, Chinese? 
Chinese, well, when I tell people that I can speak Chinese, I do feel a lot of pride, because it is a 
language that not many people ahm, speak in New York. And people are oh, you speak Chinese, that’s 
kind of cool. It’s also kind of cool to, sort of, like people have a lot of stereotypes about Chinese, like 
they can’t tell the difference between Chinese and Japanese when you write or Korean. And it’s, it also 
feels good to like tell the people what the differences are and how they can identify them.  
 
I: That’s a little bit surprising to me, because here you say that it’s not useful, but it is important. Can 
you say a little bit …  
Yeah, ahm, well, when I live in the US, it probably it isn’t that useful, while it is the most spoken 
language in the world and ahm, I do wanna go to Asia some day and maybe spend some time in 
China.  
I: That’s why you think it’s important.  
That’s why I think it’s important, but also why it is the most spoken language in the world.  
 
I: You said it is important to know other languages and especially you said because of the 
understanding it brings to other cultures. Can you think of other, other things that makes it important 
to you? 
Well, part of the thing I hate is when someone goes to another country and, you know, sit down or 
______________ [not understandable], but they don’t even try to speak the language. Ahm, it’s just 
like, you know, they assume that other people might speak English or Chinese or whatever language 
they might speak. And I think it’s very polite when you go to another country to at least study the 
language a little bit. And ahm, just makes for, it also enhances if you speak other Latin based 
languages, it also enhances your vocabulary, because ahm, you know how we speak English, because 
English derives from several different languages and it is better for you to understand the roots. And 
… 
 
I: You also said an interesting thing about ahm, language is key to communication and being a UN 
school, we promote peace worldly. Can you, so for you knowing a language is also the first step for 
peace. Can you elaborate on that? 
As far as world peace goes, I don’t think it will ever, ever acquire complete world peace, but part of 
the thing that could help step toward it, is being able to communicate with the world basically. It’s like 
being able to talk to people this is what I mean, don’t misinterpret what I say ahm, maybe we can 
make an agreement. It’s not just like sending a message, gets translated and misinterpreted and …. 
Communicating is key to an extent. 
 
 Language Choice: 
 
I: Can you describe how you chose your third language, how was this decision processed? 
Well, ahm, for me immediately, as I said, as soon as I said Chinese I was bang [hand gesture] like I will 
do that. Ahm, I guess what was going on in my head was, I always sort of had an interest for it, 
because my mom has traveled the world and one of her favorite places that she has been to was 
China. And, she brought back a lot of artifacts, and ahm, Chinese brochures and paper and she taught 
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me how to do calligraphy and things, so, I thought that I had a little bit of background on that, which 
is part of the reason why I wanted to take it.  
I: But you don’t really have a background 
No. 
 
I: You said, somewhere, now I don’t find it, that language seems to be something fascinating for you. 
It’s like if you think about it, ahm, every culture, how every culture developed a language of way of 
communicating. I mean we are all the same species, but how different every language is, really ahm, 
it’s fascinating like we can all be the same but so different at the same time. And, how complex these 
languages can be and like it’s just kind of you wander how it all began. It’s just like, some people pick 
up a stick, oh, we need a word for this, oh, a stick. You know, I wander how it started and ahm, how 
it became so complex and so sophisticated.  
 
I: I have a last question for you. How would you feel if you lost the ability to, to speak another 
language than English? 
Ahm, if I lost the ability? 
I: Yeah. 
Ahm, I would be a little, I guess devastated is a little drastic, but I would definitely try to get it back. I 
mean, it is important to me to be bilingual, because it means that I can travel more first of all, and ah, 
I do find it a sign of intelligence and I would definitely definitely try to get it back. So, I wouldn’t feel 
so great I guess, if I lost that ability, because it is important to me. 
 
I: Thank you very much. 
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VI. Interview with student D 

Student D: Second language: French as Second language; Third language: Japanese as Second 
language, her/his native language is Spanish 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Non-bilingual students) 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: The first thing is how do you feel about learning your second language, French? 
It’s pretty easy. … and, the teacher is nice, …. Ahm, pretty much like to study in the computer lab, 
usually like, once a week, or twice a week, will be enough. 
 
I: How do you feel about learning Japanese? 
It’s easy. .. really easy. The teacher is really nice. Yeah, the language teacher is really nice. Ahm, I got 
pretty good grade I think, like or 6 out of 7, Yeah, I guess I don’t have that much to say.  
 
I: If you think, you go, you are here at UNIS, which puts a lot of effort in foreign languages, or 
learning foreign languages, do you think that outside of school, what influences your ability to learn 
other languages? 
Well, well, first Spanish, I was raised Spanish, so therefore, it doesn’t make any difference.  
I: But so, don’t you think that Spanish helped you? …. Do you speak it at home …. 
Yeah,  
I: or not? 
Yea, I have to speak it with my dad’s friends and stuff, and he wants us to, everyone speaks Spanish in 
Washington Heights.  
I: Do you think that could help you in speaking Spanish? 
Yeah, kind of spoke Spanish throughout my life and so … 
I: But you didn’t chose, you didn’t choose it. 
Not really. 
I: You have French as a second language, right? So, why not Spanish? 
I didn’t choose Spanish. 
I: Why not? 
Like I, personally didn’t pick the language.  
I: Oh, yeah, yeah, that’s true. So why didn’t you chose Spanish as the third language? 
Uh, I… Because I already knew Spanish. So, it made sense. My dad told me that if you had, if you 
knew foreign languages, it would be more useful for the world. For example, my dad said, if someone 
needs a French speaking translator guy for the UN or something I am not sure, ah, it and they also 
need a Japanese speaking translator person, it would be easier to hire someone that spoke French and 
Japanese than to hire a person who spoke Japanese and a person who spoke French, OK? 
I: Mhm. Ahm, I was really surprised, because you said I enjoy learning other languages, disagree, I 
appreciate the opportunity to learn other languages at UNIS, disagree, I think that learning languages 
is important, disagree. Can you say a little bit why? 
Because, I don’t really need that many languages. Oh, well, in my life right now, I only need Spanish 
and English and I am not learning it here, so therefore learning languages isn’t that great. When I do 
it, ah, I’d rather learn something than learn nothing. …  
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Language: 
 
I: Ahm, how do you feel about French, the language itself, if you think about French, what kind of 
association do you have? 
Too many rules.  
I: Too many … 
Rules. In Japanese, is way easier. All you have to do is put “watashi wa” which is signifying “me” as in 
“I am” and put an adjective and verb. For example, “watashi wa Ivan desu”, that’s “I am Ivan”. For 
French, I would say “Je m’appelle”, like my name is Ivan. 
I: And if you don’t think about the language learning part, just the language itself, just French? 
I found it hard, like harder to speak.  
 
I: because you, here you say ahm “I like French”, strongly disagree. Can you say why? 
That’s it. I don’t really like that language, because, …. as a learner of French, I don’t really like 
speaking it.. 
I: Can you say why? 
No. 
I: You just don’t like French, no reason? 
Ahm, (nod) 
 
I: How do you feel about Japanese, there you said strongly agree, I enjoy learning Japanese? 
Because Japanese is more fun and more free forms and it’s basic, and it’s like, kind of like also like 
drawing when you write. And in French you just write the letters that you  already know and put them 
together, but in Japanese you draw little pictures that you put together.   
 
I: However, you say that you strongly agree, I enjoy learning Japanese, but it’s not useful. Why? 
I know, I don’t think so because, I don’t think I am gonna end up doing some work where I have to 
speak Japanese, because ahm, mostly, it’s mostly just Spanish and English for me. So sort of 
________ [not understandable] or something America.  
 
I: So do you think that in general knowing other languages is useful or not? 
I don’t think that it’s useful for me, but maybe for someone who is gonna be a trans, translator, 
interpreter. 
I: OK, ahm, you also said somewhere that you wish you could have studied Spanish instead of 
French. Can you say why? 
Because I already know Spanish and it would be much easier.  
I: That’s the only reason? 
And, my sister takes Spanish and she says it’s good. That’s another reason. 
 
I: Something very interesting I thought is, you say, mhm, how do you think that being a student at 
UNIS supports the learning of languages. And then your answer was “making a bunch of buyist [sic] 
french things”. Can you elaborate a little bit on that? 
OK, ah, ah, there are some Spanish holidays that they don’t celebrate around here, like, Los tres 
Reyes. And they celebrate Mardi gras or most of the time they usually eat crepes. I heard from my 
sister having any Spanish food and basically everything is French. Even in the bathrooms, if, if, have 
you seen the signs in the bathroom? 
I: No.  
They say boys, garcons, and girls, filles. They don’t say any Spanish at the tables. 
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I: OK, do you have any idea why this is? 
Oh, maybe because there are a whole bunch of French people around here. 
I: Because these are the majority from here? 
Well, I thought, I think the majority is like Belgish or something. 
 
Language Choice: 
[interruption] 
 
I: Can you just quickly talk about your, how you think you chose your third language? 
The choices were German, Chinese,  
I: Ah no but, how you came to choose … 
Oh, the choices were pretty, almost of them were European and I didn’t want to learn any of these 
languages. 
I: You wanted to learn, 
No, don’t, sorry, and the only pretty Asian, or pretty Asian language were Japanese Chinese, and 
Russian. Ah, I thought Russian would be good, but ah, everybody, I thought it would be good but the 
presentation was not great and looks kind of hard. And I was going to choose Russian but at the end 
the teacher, but it seemed hard. And I was thinking to, talking Chinese, but everyone was talking it, so 
I’d be just another stick in the big crowd. So, I came to Japanese and it was left, as the only thing I 
wanted to take. And, if I learned Japanese, I can get money from reading _________ [not 
understandable]. 
 
I: Thank you very much. 
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VII. Interview with student E 

Student E: Second language: Spanish as Mother Tongue; Third language: Italian as Second language 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Bilingual students) 
 
Bilingualism: 
 
I: What advantages have you had/will you have in being bilingual? 
Well, you get more job opportunities, that way, and you can talk to more people and in my situation, I 
can talk to all my family who live all around the world who speak Spanish.  
 
I: How would you feel if you lost your ability to speak multiple languages or your English or Spanish? 
That would be sad, yea, but I would rather lose Spanish than English right now especially because 
we’re in America.  
 
I: Describe an experience you have had in which being bilingual was essential/beneficial. 
Not really, no. it’s not really been necessary. 
 
I: What kinds of advantages do you expect to have from being bilingual?  
Well again, like job opportunities, and you can also do student exchange programs in college and stuff, 
and it’s easier to go abroad because I have Spanish passport as well, so I can go anywhere in Europe 
and feel comfortable. 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How has being bilingual affected your learning of your third language, Italian?  
Well, I took Italian because it’s similar to Spanish and was an easy course, like I can understand what 
the teacher is saying, I mean I can’t really speak Italian, but I speak to him in Spanish and he talke to 
me in Italian. We understand each other. 
 
I: And how do you feel about learning your mother tongue language? 
Well, um, the curriculum kind of repeats itself, I’m doing everything I did last year and stuff, we’re not 
learning anything crucial, just extra stuff. It’s an easy class, um yea.  
 
I: How do you feel about learning Italian, your third language? 
Italian is much more fun. I like the language, I like the class I like the teachers I’m leaving this year, so 
um, yea. 
 
I: Outside of being in school and having instruction in languages, what has influenced your ability to 
learn other languages? 
Well yea, I speak only Spanish to my grandparents. To my parents, I speak both languages, but yea, 
my sister and I communicate more in Spanish because that way, other people don’t understand us like 
on a bus and stuff.  
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Language Choice: 
 
I: Describe how you came to choose Spanish and Italian, your third language. 
Spanish-well, it was first grade, and my parents chose for me, but I appreciate their decision, and for 
Italian, I chose it myself. 
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VIII. Interview with student F 

Student F: Second language: Spanish as Mother Tongue; Third language: French as Second language 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Bilingual students) 
 
Bilingualism: 
 
I: What advantages have you had/will you have in being bilingual? 
Well, I can talk to more people, and when I like visit other countries, and is more useful.  
 
I: How would you feel if you lost your ability to speak multiple languages or your Chinese or your 
German? 
That would be really sad, but I would learn it again.   
 
I: Can you describe an experience you’ve had in which being bilingual was essential or beneficial?  
Well yea, when I like, visit Mexico, and Costa Rica too, its better for touring and yea.  
 
I: What kinds of advantages do you expect to have from being bilingual?  
I can get into more schools and schools in Spain, England or wherever. Spanish helps me learn 
French as well. 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How has being bilingual affected your learning of your third language, French?  
Well, I learned French before, but it really helped a lot, because a lot of words are similar. 
 
I: And how do you feel about learning your second language (Spanish)? 
It’s kind of boring, I like learning, but I don’t like grammar. I like literature. I just like knowing it and 
getting better at it, and yea. 
 
I: How do you feel about learning French, your third language? 
hmm, it’s really easy, because of my schedule, I am with a grade below me and is really easy for me, 
but I guess I like learning French and I speak to my friends in French too. 
 
I: Outside of being in school and having instruction in languages, what has influenced your ability to 
learn other languages? 
Um, I don’t know, sometimes I meet new people who speak the languages so, I don’t know... because 
then, I can speak a little and then communicate, and yea.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



A School for Languages     58 

 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about the Spanish language itself? 
I really like it, it’s really, I don’t know, I always speak in Spanish, and I like it when no one 
understands us. And also I can understand what people are talking about, so I like it. so it’s an 
advantage. 
 
I: And how do you feel about French, not the learning but just the language itself? 
French is ok, I prefer Spanish way more, French is a little hard, especially because they speak really 
really fast.  
 
Language Choice: 
 
I: Describe how you came to choose your Chinese, your third language. 
Well, French was the only choice I had, and then, there were more choices, but I just kept taking 
French. Spanish, my mom chose it yea. I wanted to take German, but my mom , yea. Well actually, it’s 
easy and I speak it really well but I kind of like to learn other languages, but my mother made me take 
Spanish.  
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IX. Interview with student G 

Student G: Second language: Spanish as Second language; Third language: Chinese as Second language 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Non-bilinguals) 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How do you feel about learning your second language? 
I don’t think I’m learning very well, I don’t study. I try to but don’t.. um, mostly because I don’t really 
study much. I’m really just not good at studying.  
 
I: How do you feel about learning Chinese, your third language? 
It’s the same, but slightly harder because I have to memorize characters as well as the words. 
 
I: Outside of being in school and having instruction in languages, what has influenced your ability to 
learn other languages? 
Not much, I take Karate and help me learn some Japanese words but not for my school. 
(I started learning Hebrew) 
 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about the Spanish language itself? 
Um, well, my friends in Costa Rica the year after I came, and we were very close, and she’s been 
coming here and she wants me to come to Costa Rica. So I wanted to learn Spanish for that. she 
speaks English fluently but she wants to introduce me some of her friends, and they don’t speak 
English, I want to learn.  
 
I: And how do you feel about Chinese, not the learning but just the language Chinese? 
My parents tell me that Chinese is more of a influence and I should learn it because it would help me 
get good job and stuff.  
Chinese class, it’s really fun and the teacher is really good. I don’t really learn that much, but she’s 
good. We do learn, and stuff as opposed to other bad teachers who don’t care.  
Some kids help me with Spanish and its very helpful. I have a lot of Italian friends and they always 
speak in Italian, and in UNIS, there’s a lot of languages that people speak and want to know what they 
are saying.  
 
Language Choice: 
 
I: Describe how you came to choose your Chinese, your third language. 
Well, I was going to take Japanese but Chinese, like the guys in the restaurants were like, listening to 
our conversation and told me that I have to take Chinese. My parents chose it for me. 
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X. Interview with student H 

Student H: Second language: Spanish as Second language; Third language: Chinese as Second language 
 
I: Interviewer 
 
Interview questions (Non-bilinguals) 
 
Language learning: 
 
I: How do you feel about learning your second language? 
I like it better than my third language because I have more background.  
 
I: How do you feel about learning Chinese, your third language? 
I feel, that’s harder than learning German, because it doesn’t use the alphabet and you have to 
memorize a lot of stuff. Chinese is harder because you have to spell the characters and stuff, and it’s 
double the work. I think that you are ignorant if you don’t speak another language. 
 
I: Outside of being in school and having instruction in languages, what has influenced your ability to 
learn other languages? 
Um, not really. Just my mom, I speak to her in Spanish and I also go to Venezuela sometimes.   
 
Language: 
 
I: How do you feel about the Spanish language itself? 
Well, I was thinking it’s easier because it’s like Spanglish, like, all the sounds like it.  
 
I: And how do you feel about Chinese, not the learning but just the language Chinese? 
Umm, it’s much harder, they have tone marks and , yea. Well, my dad keeps telling that it’s gonna be 
the future. Instead of English being the main language, Chinese will.  
 
Language Choice: 
 
I: Describe how you came to choose your Chinese, your third language. 
My parents chose it for me. 
Um, just basically, I thought it was cool and my dad also told me to and I’m happy about it. yea.  
 


